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Monsieur Daladier announced on the 17th May that he gladly
associated himself with cthe generous effort undertaken3 by Mr.
Roosevelt. Nevertheless, a certain amount of disappointment with
the message was observable in France, and the absence of any promise
of definite action by the United States against an aggressor was
noticed "with regret by other European countries as well as by France.
As in the case of Germany, it was felt that judgement must be sus-
pended until the declaration by the head of the American Govern-
ment had been supplemented by a more detailed exposition of policy
at Geneva.
The meeting of the General Commission on the 19th May began
with the reading of President Roosevelt's message by Mr. Henderson,
who said that he considered the message a contribution of the utmost
importance to the work of the Conference. There followed the ex-
pected statement by Herr Nadolny, which was still somewhat lacking
in precision, but was of a nature to allay apprehension. Herr Nadolny
announced that the German Government now accepted the British
draft convention 'not only, as hitherto, as a basis of discussion, but
as a basis for the future convention itself'. So far as they had any
modifications to propose, they would be 'in conformity with this
new idea'. The German delegation subsequently made it known that
this statement implied the modification or withdrawal of the German
amendments which had already been presented, and the amendment
which had proved the principal obstacle (that proposing to refer the
question of standardization of Continental European forces to the
Permanent Disarmament Commission) was in fact withdrawn almost
immediately.1 Herr Nadolny's declaration elicited cordial replies
from both Mr. Eden and Monsieur Massigli—the latter interpreting
the German delegate's statement to mean that the path was now
free and that the Conference could proceed with its work.2
did in fact follow some six months later), and Monsieur Kalinin's reply was
cordial in tone. In Japan the receipt of the message caused some embarrass-
ment. It was formally acknowledged by the Emperor, but the reply of the
Government was not sent for nearly three weeks. It merely stated that
Japanese views on the different steps detailed in the President's message
would, if necessary, be presented as occasion offered.
1 Mr. Henderson announced its withdrawal at the meeting of the General
Commission on the 22nd May.
3 On the same day, a debate took place in the French Senate on an amend-
ment to the Budget providing that the proposed cut of 5 per cent, in all
administrative expenditure should not apply to the war budget. The amend-
ment was carried by 272 votes to 70, after Monsieur Daladier had declared
that it would be impossible to reduce the expenditure on military material
until the nations of the World had discovered an effective system of simul-
taneous disarmament.

